
S u p p o r t i n g  

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  A legislative bill to remove soda and energy drinks 

from the definition of food and direct the funds        

generated to evidence-based school health programs 

and child care. (Milk, 100% juice, and plain water would 

still be considered food and therefore tax-exempt.) 

 

▪ The sales tax exemption given to soda and energy drinks 

in Nebraska is an $11.3 million* subsidy to the beverage 

industry. (*Source: Nebraska Department of Revenue, 

does not include local sales tax revenue.) 

 

▪ Funds could instead be directed toward evidence based 

programs such as the school lunch program, coordinated 

school health, increased physical activity and education, 

and increased health related training opportunities for 

early child care providers.   

 

▪ 34 of 50 states have already removed this tax exemption, 

including all states surrounding Nebraska except        

Wyoming. 

 

▪ We believe that if we’re going to have sales tax            

exemptions, they should be reserved for necessary items 

like food and medicine, not soda and energy drinks. 

 

 

Questions?  

Nebraska Medical Association 

233 S. 13th Street, Suite 1200 

Lincoln, NE  68508 

Phone: 402-474-4472 

Fax: 402-474-2198 

Alegent Health 

 

Douglas County Health Department 

 

Lancaster County Medical Society 

 

Metro Omaha Medical Society 

 

Nebraska Academy of Family 

Physicians 

 

Nebraska Chapter, American  

Academy of Pediatrics 

 

Nebraska Dental Association 

 

Nebraska Medical Association 

 

Nebraska Nurses Association 

 

Public Health Association of 

Nebraska 

 

Public Health Solutions Public Health 

Department 

 

Two Rivers Public Health Department 

 

UNL Extension Nutrition Education 

Program for Limited Resource 

Audiences 

 

N E B R A S K A  C H I L D  H E A LT H  A N D  O B E S I T Y  P A R T N E R S H I P :   

R E D E F I N I N G  F O O D  I N  N E B R A S K A  
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