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Introduction

Buffalo County Community Partners has developed a 2020 vision around five strategic directions:

1. Active Lifestyle and Healthy Eating
2. Eliminate Health Disparities
3. High Impact Prevention Services
4. Healthy Homes and Sustainable Communities
5. Injury Free Living 

Each strategic direction has identified 2020 well-being indicators as well as measures and targets. The purpose of the data reports for each of the strategic directions is to provide baseline and indicator data directly related to each of the strategic directions to measure and review changes in the community data. Data sources are indicated within each of the tables and figures. The tables and figures may include, when available and appropriate, regional, and state data comparisons. 


2020 Well Being Measures 

The 2020 well-being measures (and objectives) for “Healthy Homes and Sustainable Communities” are listed below. 

· Increase the number of homeowners in the community  
· Increase the number of affordable housing units in the community 

Data on the first of these two measures is included (see Figure 3), whereas the latter is currently unable to be obtained. This report contains housing and poverty data from the U.S. Census Bureau, with one item from the Buffalo County Behavioral Risk Factors Survey.





Housing Data

The total number of housing units in Buffalo County has risen steadily from 2000 to 2015 (Figure 1).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)


According to the U.S. Census, the percentage of housing units that are occupied in Buffalo County was higher than the state in 2000 and has continued this trend from 2007 to 2015. As of 2015, an estimated 94.0% of housing units in Buffalo County were estimated to be occupied (compared to 91.0% for the state) (Figure 2).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)




The total number of owner-occupied homes in Buffalo County declined from 2007 to 2009 but has been gradually trending upwards since then to an estimated 11,617 owner-occupied homes in 2015 (Figure 3).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)


Although the percentage of occupied housing units in Buffalo County has been consistently higher than the state (see Figure 2 above), the percentage of occupied housing units that are owner-occupied in Buffalo County has been consistently lower than the state, thus indicating that a higher percentage of Buffalo County residents are renters. As of 2015, an estimated 63.3% of occupied housing units in Buffalo County were occupied by owners (compared to 66.2% for the state) (Figure 4).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)


The median housing value has risen steadily for both Buffalo County and the entire state from 2000 to 2015. The median housing value in Buffalo County has been consistently higher than in the state as a whole. There has been a considerable increase in median housing value in Buffalo County in more recent years. As of 2015, the estimated median housing value in Buffalo County was $151,300 (compared to $133,200 for the state) (Figure 5).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)


Although the median housing value in Buffalo County has been consistently higher than the state as a whole (see Figure 5 above), the average monthly cost of owning a home has been largely comparable between Buffalo County and Nebraska (Figure 6).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)



The median cost of rent in Buffalo County is comparable to the state. As of 2015, the U.S. Census estimates the median cost of rent in Buffalo County to be $722 (compared to $726 for the state) (Figure 7).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)


In Buffalo County, an estimated 17.1% of all housing units have been built after 2000, compared to 14.2% for the state, indicating moderate growth in new development in Buffalo County (Figure 8).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey 3 Year Estimates)




Poverty Data

The percentage of the population in poverty in Buffalo County has a slight declining trend since 2009 according to Census estimates, while poverty in the state continues to trend slightly upward overall. As of 2015, 13.1% of the population in Buffalo County was in poverty (compared to 12.7% for the state) (Figure 9).

(U.S. Census & American Community Survey)


[bookmark: _GoBack]In the 2016 Behavioral Risk Factors Survey, 21.2% of Buffalo County respondents reported that they were always, usually, or sometimes worried about having enough money to pay their rent or mortgage (Figure 10).

*Those reporting that they were always, usually, or sometimes worried or stressed about having enough money to pay their rent or mortgage.
°Includes Buffalo, Dawson, Gosper, Phelps, Kearney, Harlan, and Franklin Counties.
(Source: Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance System)
Figure 1. Total Number of Housing Units in Buffalo County 
(2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	16830	18420	18581	18762	18978	19084	19161	19258	19347	19531	
Figure 2. Percentage of Housing Units That Are Occupied: 
Buffalo County and Nebraska (2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	0.94699999999999995	0.93799999999999994	0.91600000000000004	0.91900000000000004	0.91400000000000003	0.92600000000000005	0.91900000000000004	0.92400000000000004	0.93099999999999994	0.94	Nebraska	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	0.92100000000000004	0.90300000000000002	0.9	0.89800000000000002	0.90100000000000002	0.90400000000000003	0.90700000000000003	0.90799999999999992	0.90799999999999992	0.91	
Figure 3. Total Number of Owner-Occupied Homes in Buffalo County (2007 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	11387	11222	11087	11298	11338	11299	11387	11570	11617	
Figure 4. Percentage of Occupied Housing Units That Are Owner-Occupied: Buffalo County and Nebraska (2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	0.65900000000000003	0.65900000000000003	0.64300000000000002	0.65100000000000002	0.64100000000000001	0.6409999999999999	0.64	0.64200000000000002	0.63300000000000001	Nebraska	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	0.68500000000000005	0.68700000000000006	0.67900000000000005	0.68400000000000005	0.67500000000000004	0.66799999999999993	0.66400000000000003	0.66500000000000004	0.66200000000000003	
Figure 5. Median Housing Value: 
Buffalo County and Nebraska (2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	91300	120900	123000	124900	131800	136500	142000	146000	142800	151300	Nebraska	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	88000	118200	122500	122600	126300	126600	127800	129400	130100	133200	
Figure 6. Average Montlhy Owner Costs for Mortgaged Homes: 
Buffalo County and Nebraska (2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	887	1166	1196	1179	1205	1244	1246	1286	1310	1312	Nebraska	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	895	1188	1239	1221	1243	1265	1261	1249	1279	1270	
Figure 7. Median Cost of Rent: 
Buffalo County and Nebraska (2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	495	596	622	625	623	625	649	679	706	722	Nebraska	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	491	610	634	635	651	680	694	704	721	726	
Figure 8. Percentage of Housing Units Built in 2000 or Later: Buffalo County and Nebraska (2015)
 	Buffalo County	Nebraska	0.17100000000000001	0.14199999999999999	
Figure 9. Percent of the Population in Poverty: 
Buffalo County and Nebraska (2000 to 2015)
Buffalo County	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	0.112	0.11899999999999999	0.127	0.157	0.152	0.14299999999999999	0.121	0.128	0.123	0.13100000000000001	Nebraska	2000	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	9.7000000000000003E-2	0.113	0.111	0.11700000000000001	0.11899999999999999	0.127	0.13	0.13100000000000001	0.129	0.127	
Figure 10. Housing Insecurity* in the Past Year among Those Who Own or Rent Their Home
Buffalo County	2012	2013	2015	2016	0.29199999999999998	0	0	0.21199999999999999	Two Rivers Health District°	2012	2013	2015	2016	0.26700000000000002	0.26500000000000001	0.30599999999999999	0	Nebraska	2012	2013	2015	2016	0.26600000000000001	0.28799999999999998	0.28499999999999998	0	
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